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Matt. 25:31-46

I John 3:17 I Timothy 5:3-8

2 Thess. 3:6-10

A Biblical Balance of Obedience and Responsibility



If We Believe  the Primary Cause 
of Poverty is. . . .

Then We Will Primarily Try To. . . 

Oppression by Powerful 
People

The Personal Sins of the Poor

A Lack of Material Resources
Give Material Resources to 

the Poor

Evangelize and Disciple the 
Poor

Work for Social Justice

A Lack of Knowledge Educate the Poor
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GOD

SELF

OTHERS CREATION

Poverty of Spiritual Intimacy
• Denying God’s Existence 

and authority
• Materialism
• Worshipping false gods 

and spirits

Poverty of Stewardship
• Loss of sense of purpose
• Laziness/Workaholics
• Materialism
• Ground is cursed

Poverty of Community
• Self centeredness
• Exploitation and abuse of 

others

Poverty of Being
• God complexes

• Low self-esteem



Biblical Theism
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GOD

SELF

OTHERS CREATION

Poverty of Spiritual Intimacy
• Denying God’s Existence 

and authority
• Materialism
• Worshipping false gods 

and spirits

Poverty of Stewardship
• Loss of sense of purpose
• Laziness/Workaholics
• Materialism
• Ground is cursed

Poverty of Community
• Self centeredness
• Exploitation and abuse of 

others

Poverty of Being
• God complexes

• Low self-esteem
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Unit 2

Seeing God at Work



Alisa 
If Alisa comes here next Sunday what happens?



Unit 2 Video

Seeing God at Work
Click the Title to run the Video

https://www.chalmers.org/media/entry/small-group-experience-unit-2




People reflect what we project! 



Alisa 



Robert Lupton

Poverty of Spirit
Diminished Hope

Eroded Sense of confidence

Believe you have No Way Out

Conditioned Hopelessness



Brian Fikkert

Poverty of Spirit
View the materially poor as lazy

View the materially poor as good for nothing

Believe the materially poor can’t or wont help themselves

Sense of Pride



Poverty alleviation is about reconciling relationships.

A process in which people – both materially poor and non poor – move closer 

to living in right relationship with God, self, others, and the rest of creation.



GOD

SELF

OTHERS CREATION

Poverty of Spiritual Intimacy
• Denying God’s Existence 

and authority
• Materialism
• Worshipping false gods 

and spirits

Poverty of Stewardship
• Loss of sense of purpose
• Laziness/Workaholics
• Materialism
• Ground is cursed

Poverty of Community
• Self centeredness
• Exploitation and abuse of 

others

Poverty of Being
• God complexes

• Low self-esteem



Colossians 1:15-20

In Christ God is reconciling all things to Himself making peace through the 

cross

2 Corinthians 5:17-20

We are therefore God’s ambassadors of reconciliation

Revelation 21:1-4

God is coming to live with us. Death, mourning, crying and pain are abolished!




